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29th June 2010

Dear Colleagues, 

I am very pleased to attach the NCRI Complementary Therapies Clinical Studies Development (NCRI CT CSDG) Group’s new group leaflet which marks the launch of their 5 year strategy.

The Group agreed their new strategy, which will provide a framework to support the development of a clinically relevant portfolio of high quality national studies, after a significant period of consultation with patients, health professionals, and organisations that represent and support people affected by cancer. The needs of those affected by cancer, the current evidence base around the use of complementary therapies in cancer care, and work of key external initiatives i.e. National Cancer Survivorship Initiative and the NCRI’s Rapid Review of Research into Survivorship after Cancer and End of Life Care, have also been taken into account during strategy development. 

This strategic approach has focussed on identifying the most significant clinical issues associated with the treatment of cancer which are difficult to address clinically or where more interventions are required e.g. effectiveness gaps. The Group will therefore support the development of studies which consider the potential application of complementary therapies in these areas e.g. alleviation of cancer related fatigue, xerostomia, peripheral neuropathy and the side effects of endocrine treatment, as part of a physician led or self management pathway.  

The development of successful trials very much depends on collaborative working with the relevant expertise. We look forward to continuing to work with the other NCRI C(SD)G’s and external expertise in building a clinically robust evidence base to enable patients, health professionals and commissioners to make informed decisions about the application of complementary therapies in cancer care. 
If you would like any further information about the new strategy or would like to access the Groups expertise, or propose a new study please contact the Clinical Studies Groups Secretariat on ncricsg@cancer.org.uk. 
I would be very grateful if you could forward this letter and email to your colleagues. 
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Kind regards, 

Andrew J Ritchie MD, PhD


Julie Flynn

Chair, NCRI CT CSDG


Research Development Coordinator 

Tel: 0845 155 3111 Ext 4318


Tel: 0207 061 8584

Email:  andrew.ritchie@btuh.nhs.uk

Email:  Julie.flynn@cancer.org.uk  
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